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that, in defiance of the expressed wish of the Prince, " Pitt insisted on bringing the question of the Prince's right to a formal issue and obtaining a vote denying it." ' It is difficult to see on what grounds this indictment rests. Surely it was the duty of the Privy Council and Parliament first to hear the medical evidence and to decide whether the need for the Regency existed. That was the purport of the debate of loth December, the details of which prove conclusively that it was Fox who first, and in a most defiant way, brought up the question of the Prince's right to assume the Regency. Pitt, in a temperate and non-committal speech, had moved for a "Committee of! nquiry," whereupon the Whig1 leader flung down the gauntlet for the Prince; and two days later Sheridan uttered his threat.3 Their auditors must have inferred that they acted with the sanction of Carl ton House. In any case, the Prince's friends, not Pitt, pro-voiced the conflict. When the glove was twice cast down, the Prime Minister could do nothing else but take it up and insist on having that question disposed of; otherwise Parliament might as well have dissolved outright. We may admit, however, that the intemperate conduct of Fox and Sheridan led Pitt to assert the authority of Parliament with somewhat more stringency than the case warranted.
To the contention, that the Prince ought first to have been consulted on the proposed measure, I may reply that such a course would have implied his right to dictate his terms to Parliament; and that was the very question which Pitt wished to probe by the Committee of Inquiry. Further, the historian's assertion, that Pitt laid the Regency plan before Parliament before submitting it to the Prince, is disproved by the contents of Pitt's letter of 15th December, published in full by Bishop Tomline.3 In it the Prime Minister expressed his regret that his words and intentions had been misrepresented to His Royal Highness; for on several occasions he had offered to wait on him but had received an answer that he (the Prince) had no instructions for him. He denied the accuracy of the report that he was about on the morrow to submit to Parliament his plan for the Regency. His motion merely affirmed the right of Parliament to deliberate on the present emergency; but the course of the
1 Lecky, v, 148,                                 a "Par!. Hist,," xxvji, 705-13.
1 Tomiine, " Life of IMtt," u, 388-92.   There is a copy of this in the Prety-man archives at Orwell Park.llir I'rhnc Mintoler, and Ihc c«rni»litrr of inquiry was appulntrd.
